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Administrators’ Message
For those of you who’ve stopped by the
office already this year, you may have
noticed a new face at our front desk.
We want to introduce our community to
Ms. Caterina Nappi who will be joining
the office staff this year. Welcome, Caterina!
We also want to thank all our Bakersfield P.S. families who came out to the
Curriculum Night BBQ. As always, we
had a wonderful turnout from our community. Though the school year is only
just underway, we’ve already had a
number of events, including a visit from
Tessa Smith, a two-time cancer survivor
and ambassador for the Terry Fox
Foundation who launched our annual
School Run campaign. Our Terry Fox
School run was held on Thursday, September 28th … stay tuned to hear about
how much money we raised for cancer
research.
October looks to be busy, as well, with a
food drive, a Fall Dance Party hosted by
Bounce Entertainment, and the launch
of Bakersfield’s new Student Council
initiative (more details to come!)
A few weeks ago, the Education Quality

and Accountability Office (EQAO) released a School Report for 2016-2017
for each elementary school across the
province on their web-site at
www.eqao.com. We use data from
these reports to discuss results from
the assessment, alongside other classroom assessment data, in an effort to
move our improvement planning agenda forward on behalf of all students.
Ultimately, our goal is to look for sustained growth in achievement over
time, aligning our school efforts with
the York Region District’s School
Board’s Improvement Plan focusing on
Math, Modern Learning and Mental
Health. We would encourage those
interested to view the detailed School
Report available online at the EQAO
website. Please note that EQAO assessment data provide one source of
data, alongside many that are used to
support our improvement efforts.
As always, we thank our parents and
community for being our trusted partners in promoting a shared commitment to the best teaching and learning
we can provide for our students.

School Council 2017—2018
On the evening of September 28, 2017 we hosted our first School Council meeting of the year. Elections were held at the meeting and Sarah Greene and Stephanie Lipson were elected as co-chairs, Aida Cipolla was elected as treasurer and
Natanya Friedman was elected as secretary. Lanna Barrison, Rachel Kastoryano, Elyce Mester, Michelle Newman, Neha Singla and Lori Swartz were
elected as executive members at large. Please note that there remain four vacant seats among executive members.
Everyone is encouraged to become involved in School Council –you needn’t be a
member of the executive council to get involved. In particular, School Council
would appreciate support from interested parents on subcommittees such lunch
programs, pizza, fundraising, community events and well-being. For more information, don’t hesitate to contact the School Council co-chairs. All parents and
guardians are welcome to attend meetings at any time. We have set (tentative)
dates for meetings as follows: October 26, November 30, January 25, February
22, March 22 and April 26. All meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. We look forward to working with you to support our students!
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Year at a Glance
Oct 9, 2017—Thanksgiving Day
Oct 20, 2017—P.A. Day
Oct 25, 2017—School Photos
Oct 26, 2017—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Nov 22, 2017—Photo Retakes
Nov 24, 2017—P.A. Day
Nov 30, 2017—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Dec 25, 2017-Jan 5, 2018—Winter Break
Jan 19, 2018—P.A. Day
Jan 25, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb 2, 2018—P.A. Day
Feb 19, 2018—Family Day
Feb 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Mar 12, 2018-Mar 16, 2018—March Break
March 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
March 30, 2018—Good Friday
April 2, 2018—Easter Monday
April 26, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day

The most comprehensive and up-todate list of important dates is
maintained on the
Bakersfield P.S.
Blog. It can be
found on the right
side-bar widget of
the web-site.

Halloween, Costumes and a Dance!
Each year, many students choose to show off their Halloween spirit by dressing up in costumes that meet our school’s dress code.
Once again this year, students will be able to celebrate at our
school-wide Fall dance, put on by Bounce Entertainment, on Monday, October 30th. There is no cost for students to attend the
dance, though we will be asking students to kindly bring in nonperishable food items to support a local charitable organization
(additional details will follow in the weeks ahead). We ask all students to reserve coming to school in costume to Monday, October
30th, only.
Please note that on October 30th, the focus of the day remains on instruction, any Halloween related
activities are optional, and students will have a choice to participate in alternative activities. Students
will be allowed to dress up but they must follow Board Protocol. York Region District School Board’s
Safe Schools Policy #668.0 in accordance with the Ontario Safe Schools Act, includes the following
mandatory expulsion criteria: “A student shall be expelled from school if the student commits one or
more of the following infractions while at school or engaged in a school-related activity (as set out in
the Ontario Code of Conduct): (a) possessing a weapon or replica weapon, including a firearm.” Students celebrating this occasion in costume at our school must comply with this policy. Costume accessories including, but not limited to, toy guns, knives, axes, swords, etc. are not in compliance with York Region District School Board’s Safe Schools Policy #668.0.
As always, we wish to promote healthy eating at our school, and strongly discourage students from
bringing candies that are in abundance around Halloween to school. We kindly ask our community to
be especially mindful that nut and nut products —often found in Halloween candy—are not brought in
to the school, as well.
Bakersfield P.S. launches its healthy snacks program at the beginning of October, and preferred options for snacking, such as a fruits and vegetables, are typically available for our students to enjoy.
We are looking forward to a fun, safe, and healthy October!
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Literacy Corner
Nothing is worth reading that does not require an alert mind.
~Charles Dudley Warner

At Bakersfield Public School, the beginning of the school year is important for establishing routines
and shaping students’ positive attitudes towards literacy. We are consciously mindful of the fact that
literacy is embedded in all areas of our learning. At the start of the year, a successful experience
with independent reading begins with knowing the basics: how to select and choose ‘just right’ books,
thinking and talking about reading, distinguishing between genres (fiction and non-fiction), and keeping a record of one’s reading. Parents often ask how they can help their children find books that are
‘just right.’ Here are some suggestions to help your child choose a book that is a good fit! (adapted
from K. Rogers, 2008).
Will it be an easy and interesting
book/text to read?
Do I understand what I am reading?
Do I know almost every word?
When I read it aloud, can I read it
smoothly?
Do I think the topic will interest me?
If most of your child’s answers are ‘yes’
this will likely be a ‘just right’ book for
your child to read independently.

How to help your child find an
interesting book or text:
Look for genres (fiction, non-fiction, historical fiction,
humour) and topics that interest your child.
Look for a series, or books written by an author your
child has enjoyed reading in the past.
Look for books related to movies and TV shows.
Ask friends, teachers, and librarians for book recommendations.

Check out www.yournextread.com for one of the largest book recommendation sites

As key partners in your child’s literacy learning, parents and guardians have a significant impact
throughout their child’s school career. Parents often ask how they can support their children’s critical
thinking of texts they read at home. Here are some suggestions:
Ask your child to find themes in his or her reading (e.g., friendship, courage, mistreatment, etc)
Ask questions that require your child to give an opinion or make a judgment. Ask the question
why? When your child makes a judgment to encourage your child to explain his or her thinking
Encourage your child to think about a situation or text and if it can be reworked differently (e.g.
‘would it be better if …’ ‘what choice could you have made …’)
Remember, as well, that in addition to our sizeable school library, Bakersfield P.S. families have access to two on-line collections. The Tumblebook Library can be accessed at home by clicking here,
and logging in with the user name bakersfield and the password books. Bookflix is another online
resource you can access here, with the user id dsbyork and the password dsby7692. Please consider using these two excellent resources when reading with your children at home throughout the
school year (or over the summer), or having them read independently on a computer or tablet.
If your child enjoys reading and learning on-line, here are some sites he or she can access: Starfall, Storyplace, Kidsreads, and Funbrain. Have a great summer and happy reading!
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Library Learning Commons News
“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.”
~Christopher Robin (A. A. Milne)
Classroom library orientations have been completed and students have been eagerly visiting the Library Learning Commons borrowing books and engaging in our Makerspace activities during snack recess.
Book exchange is a great opportunity for children to demonstrate responsibility. Please assist your
child and help them return their library books on time and in good condition.
All students in kindergarten to grade 3 have received a library book bag to help keep their library books
clean and organized. Please note that lost and or damaged books will be subject to a replacement
cost.
Take a few minutes to browse our school Library Learning Commons website, where you and your child
can view the Bakersfield P.S. library catalogue, access the Vaughan Public Library and several student
online tools and resources, including BookFlix, Encyclopedia Britannica, Homework HELP! and the National Film Board of Canada.
You can access the Bakersfield Library Learning Commons at:
www.bakersfield.ps.yrdsb.ca/library
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Bakersfield families and students a successful school
year.

As always, happy reading!
Mrs. Woolfson

International Walk to School Day!
October 4th is International Walk to School Day! There are many good reasons for students to walk to
school. Walking to school:






Keeps kids active - a cheap and easy way to stay active, without any special training or equipment
Builds friendships - walk with a classmate or schoolmate
Improves air quality and the environment - less cars, less pollution
Creates safer routes - less traffic means safer roads
Helps prepare children for learning - movement gets the blood flowing to the brain

In honour of International Walk to School Day, our school is kicking off ‘Walking Wednesdays’. On
Wednesday we ask students to consider their environmental footprint when it comes to transportation
and encourage students to forgo a vehicle if possible and walk to the school. Ms. Bergart will lead a
‘walk’ to the school on Wednesday morning at the corner of Mistysugar Trail and Treecrest Drive at 8:40
a.m. … come join her and ‘walk it in’ to the school!
It may also be a good time for now for parents to remind their children about pedestrian safety. York
Regional Police have provided the following safety tips on their website to help keep students safe on
their way to and from school: ● Walk on available sidewalks ● Always cross at intersections ● Obey
crossing guards ● Stop before stepping into roadway ● Be visible and indicate crossing intentions ●
Look and listen for traffic in all directions ● Make eye contact with drivers ● Cross safely when the
roadway is clear ● Walk … do not run or cycle across roads ● If possible use the buddy system.
For more information, visit www.yrp.ca.
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Monthly Wellness Tip
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