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ent languages. If you’re interested in
learning more, we encourage you to
peruse the website.
In January, our School Council arranged an excellent Winter Wellness
Night for the community. Our School
Council is busily planning for other
events including a parent evening with
internet expert Paul Davis on March
1st, as well as our annual fundraiser.
Our past fundraisers have contributed
substantially to the computers, technology and other program enhancements
student routinely use, and we hope to
continue these investments in our
school, so please help us fundraise in
the weeks ahead!
February at Bakersfield is filled with
many great events including National
Sweater Day on the 1st, and a ‘We 
Bakersfield Dance’ on the 15th. And
let’s not forget a time for you and your
children on Family Day on the 19th.
Wishing everyone in the community a
wonderful February!

Trustee’s Greeting

Mr. P. Valle

Year at a Glance, Moving
and New Registrations,
Parent Event

We’re off to a great start in 2018, and
just as the new calendar year has begun, February also brings us to the
close of the first term at school. Report
Cards for the First Term will be sent
home on Wednesday, February 14th.
These Report Cards are a reflection on
your child’s learning skills and progress
in specific subject areas since September. If you have any questions about the
Report Cards, please don’t hesitate to
contact your child’s teacher. We’d also
remind our families that beyond the information we share at the school, the
Ontario Ministry of Education has excellent online resources for parents (http://
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/) that
provide some of the most comprehensive information about teaching and
learning in Ontario. You can find there
information on a wide range of provincial initiatives in education, curriculum
for all grades and subjects, parental resources for supporting learning at
home, as well as many important documents translated into a number of differ-
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With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s
progress and to set goals for the rest of the school year. As trustees, our goals
are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees will be
reviewing and updating this plan. This process will include opportunities for public
input, and trustees will be out in the communities talking about this. More information will be shared about this in the spring.
Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as
publicly elected officials. Trustee responsibilities also include hiring the Director of
Education, setting Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating with
the public.
This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election taking place later this year on October 22, 2018. York Region District
School Board has 12 trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a trustee, listening and
communicating with families is an important part of my role. Students, families
and members of the public are welcome to attend and observe any public Board,
Advisory or Board Committee meetings and to share their views with us on policy
and Board governance. As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that
you are seeing evidence of your child’s learning and progress, and finding opportunities to get involved in their learning and the life of the school. I wish you all
the best for a successful second term. ~Linda Aversa, Vaughan Wards 3 and 4

Bakersfield P.S.

Page 2

Year at a Glance
Feb 1, 2018—National Sweater Day
Feb 2, 2018—P.A. Day
Feb 19, 2018—Family Day
Feb 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Mar 12, 2018-Mar 16, 2018—March Break
March 22, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
March 30, 2018—Good Friday
April 2, 2018—Easter Monday
April 24, 2018—Grade 7 Immunizations (Hep B, HPV, Menactra; boys and girls)
April 26, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day
May 22, 2018-June 4, 2018—EQAO Administration Dates
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day

The most comprehensive and up-todate list of important dates is
maintained on the
Bakersfield P.S.
Blog. It can be
found on the right
side-bar widget of
the web-site.

Moving? A New Child Attending? Help Us Plan Ahead!
It may only be February, but our school has already started preliminary planning for 2018- 2019. In
some respects, the work we do now in the offices is especially important, because our accuracy with
anticipated enrollment helps us better plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move students
across classes in September. We’ve been especially fortunate over the past four years not to have
had to reorganize classes, though it is important to recognize this is always a possibility in any given
year, especially as enrollments decline.

We would ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you
will be moving out of the area in the months ahead, please let the office know as soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our enrollment estimates. Similarly, if you have a child who will be joining us at
the school for the first time in Kindergarten Year 1 and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at your earliest convenience. Thank
you for your support in helping us plan for continued success at the
school.

Special Parent Event: You Don’t Want to Miss This!
With the support of a Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grant our School Council is excited to bring internet safety expert Paul Davis to Bakersfield to share with our community about social networking and
online safety. Join us on:
March 1, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M.
Topics include: Snapchat / Instagram / Facebook / Smartphones and Digital Trails
/ Cyberbullying / Texting / Sexting / Online Gaming and Security
Our students in grades 4 through 8 will have an opportunity to hear Paul Davis discuss internet safety in the afternoon, and you’ll have an opportunity to hear from Paul Davis in the evening. Be informed! Paul Davis has presented to hundreds of thousands of students across the province, along
with the Ontario Provincial Police, the Department of Defence, and Border Services. This can provide you with a unique entry point for discussing matters of internet safety with your children. Be
sure take advantage of this opportunity!
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Library Learning Commons News
‘The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen of even touched.
They must be felt with the heart.’
˜ Helen Keller

Family Literacy Day, created by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 is held annually on January
27th to raise awareness of the importance of reading and engaging in literacy-related activities as a family. Learn at play, every day with these fun activities:
Favourite Food Find: Create a grocery store scavenger hunt with your weekly shopping list. Maybe
add a few special items you don’t get all the time for a special treat (and an extra challenge for scavengers).
Draw Me A Home: Get large sheets of paper and draw the rooms of your dream home. Add in the
rooms you always wanted (a trampoline in your bedroom and a pool in the basement!) Get some of
your favourite toys and play with them in the house.
On Friday, January 26th, students in kindergarten had a mystery reader visit their class to share their
favourite picture book. For more information, including activities you can do with your child, check out
the Family Literacy Day website: https://abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy
Forest of Reading: The Forest of Reading is Canada's largest recreational reading program!
This initiative of the Ontario Library Association (OLA) offers several reading programs to encourage a
love of reading in people of all ages. The Forest of Reading program helps celebrate Canadian books,
publishers, authors, and illustrators. More than 250,000 readers participate annually from their school
and/or public library.
At the Bakersfield Library Learning Commons, we will once again be participating in the Blue Spruce,
Silver Birch Express, Silver Birch Fiction and Non-Fiction programs, with the grateful support of our
School Council.
This year’s selection of Forest of Reading books can also be found at your local
Vaughan and Richmond Hill Public Libraries, Indigo/Chapters stores and other local
book store. You can obtain more information on the Forest of Reading program by visiting the Ontario Library Association website at: http://www.accessola.org/
Featured Author: Lana Button is the author of the award-winning Willow picture
book series and the upcoming picture book My Teacher’s Not Here. Lana is also an
early childhood educator and developed the inspiration for her latest book from her
experiences in the kindergarten classroom. (We’ve even had Lana visit us at Bakersfield in the past!) Lana lives in Burlington, Ontario.

As always, happy reading!
~ Mrs.

Woolfson
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Monthly Wellness Tip

York Region Public Health Dental Program
Dental screening is available to children 17 years of age and under in all York Region elementary schools and at Public Health dental clinics. (Public Health Dental Screening is being held
at Bakersfield on February 6th and 7th, mainly for students in Kindergarten, Grade 2 and
Grade 8).
Children from families in financial hardship may be eligible for free dental care through the
Healthy Smiles Ontario (HSO) program. If you have oral health questions or concerns, speak
with a registered dental hygienist from York Region Public Health, Monday to Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by calling Health Connection, 1-800-361-5653.

Don’t Rush Your Brush!







Brush twice a day for two minutes, especially before bedtime
Rinse your mouth with water after meals and snacks to reduce acid and remove food debris
Wait 30 minutes after meals/snacks/beverages before brushing
Brush gently
Use fluoridated toothpaste
Children under three years of age or who cannot spit should only use water or a rice grainsized amount of non-fluoridated toothpaste unless otherwise advised by their oral health
professional

Tips for flossing



Floss daily
Floss before brushing

Oral health is linked to overall health


Visit an oral health professional regularly

This material has been provided by York Region Public Health. Visit york.ca/dental to learn
more about services provided to children 17 years of age and under by York Region Public
Health or call Health Connection at 1-800-361-5653.

