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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

While it still doesn’t quite feel like it out-
side, Spring is indeed here, and we now 
enter final three months of the school 
year, our busiest time.  As a school, we 
continue to work in the areas of math, 
modern learning and well-being, while 
at the same time, begin planning for 
many facets of the 2018-2019 year. 

But by no stretch of the imagination is 
the school year even close to being 
done!  You’ll be happy to hear that there 
are still many exciting school events 
planned for the weeks and months 
ahead including an Amazing Race Math 
Evening on April 12th (Grades 1-6) a 
Comic Art Workshop for students on 
April 16th (Grades 2-5), a Welcome to 
Kindergarten evening on May 10th (for 
new students registering for kindergar-
ten), a STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Math) Night on 
May 24th (Grades 1-4) as well as a 
Spring Symphony (date to be set). 

And as always, our School Council re-
mains very active and is planning for its 
first ever community Fun Fair, sched-
uled for May 31st.  While the planning 
for this event is still underway, we’d ask 

everyone to save the date in their cal-
endars.  It’s going to be a fantastic 
event you won’t want to miss! 

We wanted to remind our community, 
as well, that school trustees are cur-
rently revising the strategic plan that 
sets the direction for the entire school 
Board and there will be several oppor-
tunities for families and community 
members to share their input and be a 
part of this planning process, through 
‘Town Hall’ meetings and surveys.  For 
more information, we’d encourage you 
to visit the YRDSB Landing Page for 
the Multi-Year Strategic Plan (found at 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Pages/
Multi-Year-Strategic-Plan-.aspx).  Thr 
Bakersfield P.S. community voice can 
help guide the work of the Board in ad-
vancing student achievement and well-
being for our schooland beyond. 

As always, we thank our community for 
its continued support and we very 
much look forward to sharing a won-
derful Spring together! 

We are Bakersfield Proud and 

! 

Between May 22nd 2018 and June 4th 2018 students in Grade 3 and 
Grade 6 will be taking part in the provincial Assessment of Reading, Writ-
ing and Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division 
(Grades 4-6).  This assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 
students in Ontario’s publicly funded school system by the Education Qual-
ity and Accountability Office (EQAO), an independent agency of the Gov-
ernment of Ontario. 

While the exact dates for the administration of As-
sessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 
Primary Division and Junior Division are still be 
finalized for the school, we would kindly ask that 
you avoid planning appointments, vacations or 
breaks that may make your child absent during 
this two week period.  Our thanks, in advance. 

Please Avoid Our EQAO Administration Dates 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Pages/Multi-Year-Strategic-Plan-.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Pages/Multi-Year-Strategic-Plan-.aspx
http://www.eqao.com/en
http://www.eqao.com/en
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Year at a Glance 
April 2, 2018—Easter Monday 
April 12, 2018—Amazing Math Race Night (6 p.m. and 7 p.m.) 
April 24, 2018—Grade 7 Immunizations (Hep B, HPV, Menactra; boys and girls) 
April 26, 2018—School Council Meeting, 7 p.m. 
May 10, 2018—Welcome to Kindergarten Night (new JK/first time SK students) 
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day 
May 22, 2018-June 4, 2018—EQAO Administration Dates 
May 24, 2018—STEAM Night (Details to Follow) 
May 31, 2018—Fun Fair 
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day 
June 20, 2018—Grade 8 Graduation 
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day 
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day 
 

*Please note: Our Spring Symphony originally scheduled for June 6, 2018 will be resched-
uled due to school’s possible usage as a polling station in the upcoming Provincial election. 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of im-
portant dates is 
maintained on the 
Bakersfield P.S. 
Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of 
the web-site. 

Our School Council is excited to share with you a range of Bakersfield 
Spiritwear items including baseball shirts, t-shirts, hoodies, zip-ups, 
sweatpants, caps and water bottles now available for order on School 
Cash Online. We want to see our students, staff and community show 
off their school spirit with some amazing Bakersfield gear! 

While we welcome your enthusiasm in ordering, we encourage parents 
and students to visit the school office to look at actual product samples 
for the purposes of sizing correctly. Spiritwear items will be produced 
against purchases and there are no extras from which to exchange 
items, so please find the correct size for you or your children. 

Let’s see students, staff and our community showing off their Bakersfield 
Pride in some awesome school Spiritwear! 

Bakersfield Spiritwear! 

Help in Planning for 2018—2019! 

Our school is well underway in planning for 2018 - 2019.  In some respects, the work we do now in 

the offices is especially important, because our accuracy with anticipated enrollment helps us better 

plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move students across classes (’reorganize’) in Sep-

tember.  We’ve been especially fortunate over the past three years not to have had to reorganize 

classes, though it is important to recognize this is always a possibility in any given year, especially as 

enrollments decline overall in the community. 

We would ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you will be 

moving out of the area in the months ahead, please let the office know as 

soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our enrollment estimates. Simi-

larly, if you have a child who will be joining us at the school for the first time in 

junior kindergarten and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at 

your earliest convenience. And if you meet someone moving into the commu-

nity, encourage them to register sooner rather than later!  Thank you for your 

support with our school planning.  

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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Library Learning Commons News 

‘Be the change you want to see in the world.’ 

                                             ˜ Mahatma Gandhi 
 
 

 

The Scholastic Book Fair Returns! 

The Spring Scholastic book fair will be coming to Bakers-
field in May. The Book Fair will run from Monday, May 7th 
2018 through Thursday, May 10th 2018.  More details will 
follow in the weeks ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
Forest of Reading Kid and Teen Committees 
 
The Ontario Library Association’s Forest of Reading program is putting together the Forest Kid Commit-
tees again and launching the free Forest Teen Committee this Spring! 
  
The OLA invites avid readers who are in Grades 4 to 6, Grades 7 and 8, and high school to join three 
separate committees and share their opinions on Canadian books for kids and teens. 
 
The OLA will bring together three groups of passionate readers to select a list of 10-20 books for other 
students their age around Ontario. This group will advocate for their favourite books and work with 
teachers and library staff to engage in great conversations about Canada’s best new books. The dead-
line to apply is April 20, 2018 so don’t hesitate if you’re interested!  For additional information visit 
www.accessola.org.  
 
Featured Author 
 
Mireille Messier is a Toronto-based Franco-Ontarian author, freelance writer, and 
voice-over artist. She has published over a dozen children’s books, including this 
year’s Forest of Reading selection The Branch. Mireille has also published articles 
for youth magazines and has collaborated in the production of many family pro-
grams on CBC, TVO and Teletoon. 
 
Books, Books, Books 
 
Please return your library books on time and in good condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As always, happy reading!               
 

~ Mrs. Woolfson 

http://www.accessola.org
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Monthly Wellness Tip 

It’s your head – use it! 
 

Head injuries are the leading cause of serious injury and death to kids on wheels. 
Wearing a properly fitted, certified helmet can reduce the risk of serious head injury by 
85 per cent. Children and youth under 18 years of age are required by law to wear a 
helmet when bicycling. Helmets must fit properly to protect your child in the event of a 
crash. 

 

Remember the 2V1 Shake, Shake, Shake rule: 

 

2: The helmet should cover the top of your child’s head and sit two finger widths above his or her eyebrows. 
A helmet that is too big will not provide proper protection 

V: Adjust the side straps so they form a V-shape under your child’s ears 
1: Only one finger should fit between your child’s chin and the fastened straps  
Shake, Shake, Shake: Have your child shake his or her head up and down and side to side to make sure 

the helmet is snug 
 

Skateboarding safety 
 

Skateboarding is a great way for children to be physically active. However, it involves a 
tricky combination of balance, coordination and speed on hard surfaces, so there is al-
ways the risk of injury. Injuries from falls are common due to a child’s limited judgment 
skills and strength, and the challenge of maneuvering a skateboard on pavement. 
Younger children have slower reaction times and a higher centre of gravity, and children 
and youth who skateboard in the street are at an increased risk of being hit by motor 
vehicles.  
 

Tips: 
Always supervise children between the ages of five to 10 
Make sure children wear skateboard helmets and other protective gear such as elbow pads, knee pads and 

wrist guards 
Go to a supervised skate park, or find places for your child to ride such as playgrounds, parks and rinks 

with smooth surfaces, far away from cars  
 

For more information, visit york.ca/injuryprevention.  This material is provided by York Region Public 
Health. 
 

School Organization 
 

Determining preliminary class placements for September begin during the month of April and continue well 
into June before being finalized.  Having worked with your child throughout the year, your child’s teacher 
has developed a good understanding of his or her strengths and areas for growth. In consultation with 
grade team partners, appropriate support staff and administration, we are beginning to put together classes 
for next year, considering many criteria, among them providing for gender balance, a range of academic 
abilities, and ensuring there are good learning partners for all students.  Social dynamics are considered, 
as well, though the central concern is developing classes that provide for an effective learning environment.  
To this end, we do not accept requests for particular teachers or for students to be placed with certain 
groups of friends. 
 

As you can appreciate in a school as large as ours, creating balanced classes is a significant task, and is 
done with care. Students in grades one through seven identify six learning partners from across their re-
spective grades and we will endeavour to have one of the students identified in their class the following 
year. Please note this is a secondary criteria and that our first priority it to develop classes that support ef-
fective teaching and learning. We encourage the students to choose friends that they can work well with in 
school during group work. Teaching assignments and our school organization for next year have yet to be 
finalized, and will be subject to ongoing revisions over the summer and even in September, given changes 
in student enrolment and Ministry mandates and policies around class sizes.  
 

http://www.york.ca/injuryprevention

